Question:

In response to an Assembly question asked by Mr. Chris Lyttle MLA of the previous
Minister for Health Ms. Michelle O’Neill MLA ( AQW 3186/16-21) on 4 November 2016,
the Minister indicated that mental health services received 5.5% of the overall health
budget.

1. Can you provide me with the information on what percentage of the overall
health budget is currently spent on mental health, including a breakdown of how

that funding is allocated across the various mental health services.

2. Can you also indicate how much, if any, of the recently released £50m funding
allocated to NI as a result of the DUP/Tory ‘confidence and supply’ agreement
has been allocated to mental health, and provide details of which services any

such funding has been allocated to.

Please include copies of information which you hold on paper or in electronic form,
including emails, reports, press releases, briefing papers etc. | would be grateful if you

would supply this information in the form of photocopies and, if possible, by email.

Response:

Expenditure by the Health and Social Care Trusts for the Mental Health Programme
of Care was 6.6% of the total spending by Trusts across all Programmes of Care for
2016/17. This represents approximately 5.2% of the overall health budget.

Trust expenditure within the mental health Programme of Care does not represent the
totality of spending on mental health services, as services delivered by GPs and the

Public Health Agency will contain a significant mental health component.

Information is not held by this Department detailing how that funding is allocated
across the various mental health services.
Under the funding arrangement provided for by the financial annex to the Confidence

and Supply Agreement, it is expected that £50 million will be provided for investment



in mental health services over 5 years. | refer you to the DoF paper ‘Briefing on

Northern Ireland Budgetary Outlook 2018-20’ which sets out key areas for investment.

The DoF paper ‘Briefing on Northern Ireland Budgetary Outlook 2018-20" can be
accessed via the link below:

https://www.finance-

ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/Briefing%200n%20Northern%20Ireland%
20Budgetary%200utlook%202018-20 3.pdf
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