
Question: 
 
A list of every decision currently awaiting Ministerial approval, including those from public bodies, and a description of each 

decision, and when the decision was first referred/prepared for Ministerial approval.  

 

Response: 
 
The Department does not hold the full information requested but a search of the Department’s records was able to provide some 

information. A copy of this information is attached at Annex A. The information provided summarises the most pressing decisions 

that a Minister will have to consider when appointed. We do not hold the additional info on when a decision was first 

referred/prepared for Ministerial approval. 

 
MINISTERIAL DECISIONS 

Issues awaiting Ministerial approval (please note some of these decisions may ultimately have to be taken in the public interest in the absence of Ministers) 

Summary of issue Contact 

  

The adoption of draft criterion for reconfiguration of HSC services and the revision of extant guidance awaits 
future Ministerial consideration.  

 

Sharon Gallagher 

Agree negotiating brief for 18/19 GP Contract Mark Lee 

Agree policy statement on future of GP services, responding to GP-led Care Review Mark Lee 

Agree approach to roll-out of primary care multi-disciplinary teams Mark Lee 

Agree consultation on changes to dental and orthodentistry fees to generate savings Mark Lee 

 Agree Encompass programme progression to procurement Mark Lee 

Agree permanent arrangements for a Life and Health Sciences approach and sign off Strategic Action Plan (jointly 
with Economy Minister). 

Mark Lee 



Decision on approach to passported benefits criteria under universal credit. Mark Lee 

 

NB All decisions relate to future years, for which no budgets have as yet been set. 

 

 

 

Date response issued 9th March 2018 
Reference NumberDOH/2018-0022  

Key spending areas for Mental Health Investment Funds (£50m non-recurrent over 5 years) under Confidence 
and Supply Agreement  

Ann Mooney 

Agreement of financial envelope for community pharmacy Mark Timoney/ David 
Lennox 

Approval to proceed to formal consultation on changes to prescribing of erectile dysfunction drugs 
 
 

Dr Mark Timoney 

Assembly approval for a Legislative Consent Motion for Health Service Medical Supplies (Costs) Act Dr Mark Timoney 

Approval to continue to operate the existing Voluntary and Community Sector Core Grant Funding Scheme 
(without revision) in 2018/19 and, in parallel, continue to develop proposals for a new core grant scheme in 
place of the existing scheme. 

Eilis McDaniel 

Agreement to seek Executive discussion of the joint DoH/DoJ paper on Fatal Fetal Abnormality. Eilis McDaniel 

Agree the recommendations from the Nursing and Midwifery Task Group. Charlotte McArdle 

Agree the outcomes of ‘Future Search’ Charlotte McArdle 

Bamford Evaluation awaiting final Ministerial/Executive approval Ann Mooney 

Agree the way forward in relation to Minimum Unit Pricing for Alcohol in Northern Ireland. Gary Maxwell 

Agreement to make regulations to restrict the sale of e-cigarettes to persons over the age of 18 and to publish 
the Department’s response to the recent consultation on the draft regulations.  
 

Gerard Collins 

Agreement to make regulations to ban smoking in cars when a person under the age of 18 is present and to 
publish the Department’s response to the consultation on the draft regulations. 

Gerard Collins 

Consideration of options on legislation to support breastfeeding in public places.  
 

Gerard Collins 


