
Question: 
 
What are the figures for the number of terminations of pregnancy and medical abortions carried out in 2016/2017 broken down by: 

 

(i) Gestational age: and 

(ii) Method of termination of pregnancy or medical abortion? 

What were the life threatening conditions that required doctors to resort to “termination of pregnancy” or “medical abortion”? 

 

Did doctors make any attempt to save the baby during the termination of pregnancy or medical abortion? 

Were death certificates issued for these babies? 

What happened to the bodies of the babies? 

 

Response: 
 
Please find the Department’s response attached. We are only able to answer your first question regarding the numbers of 

terminations of pregnancy and medical abortions carried out in 2016/17. The Department does not hold the other information you 

requested.  

 

Terminations of pregnancy by gestational age, 2016/17.  
 

Gestational age 
Termination 

of Pregnancy 
Medical Abortion 

Over 20 weeks  <5 <5 

14 weeks to 20 weeks  6 6 



9 weeks to < 14 weeks <5 <5 

Under 9 weeks <5 <5 

Unspecified <5 <5 

Total 13 20 

Source: HSC Trusts   
 

Terminations of pregnancy by method, 2016/17.  
 

Method 
Termination 

of Pregnancy 
Medical Abortion 

Injection of Rh immune globulin <5 <5 

Insertion of prostaglandin pessary 9 9 

Vacuum aspiration of products of conception from uterus using rigid cannula <5 <5 

Vacuum aspiration of products of conception from uterus using flexible 
cannula 

<5 <5 

Other specified other operations on cervix uteri 0 <5 

Manual removal of placenta from delivered uterus 0 <5 

Dilation of cervix uteri and curettage of products of conception from uterus 0 <5 

Evacuation of products of conception from uterus NEC 0 <5 

Curettage of products of conception from uterus NEC 0 <5 

Other unspecified <5 <5 

Total 13 20 

Source: HSC Trusts   
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