
 
NOTES OF MEETING 

LEADERSHIP CHECKPOINT – DIGITAL COORDINATION CELL 
9AM ON FRIDAY 22ND  MAY 2020 

 
 

 
Attendees:             Dan West 
   Brendan O’Neill 

Charlene McQuillan 
Eddie O’Neill 
Stephen Stewart 
Claire Buchner 
Lisa Whyte 
David Bryce 
Karen Bailey 
Eddie Ritson 
Michael Quinn 
Judith Tener 
Lesley McGrann 
Katey Gunning 
Helen Clarke 

 
Apologies:            Eugene Mooney 
 
 
 
TTIS – Epi Info – Michael Quinn 
 

 Michael Quinn gave an update on discussions with the TTIS team and Jackie 
Hyland in particular. The discussion have explored the functionality required 
of any digital solution and revealed that either potential solution would require 
additional work. In particular the Epi-Info solution would require business 
governance arrangements to be put in place.  

 In interim Paddy’s team (BSO) is building a platform to examine the 
functionality of Epi-Info in more detail. This is due week beginning 25 May. 

 
 
Update on Virtual Wards – Claire Buchner 
 
 

 Remote tele monitoring question bank used in all trusts for twice daily 
monitoring in residential and nursing homes. The PHA and Department have 
a paper version which they are rolling out so questions are the same.  Paper 
version is only for nursing homes to ring GPs.   

 Deploying tablets and IT equipment to capture information about residents in 
nursing and residential homes. 

 Belfast Trust Respiratory Team are using daily checkers on patients with 
respiratory symptoms so can keep an eye on patients at home.  



 Text messaging SMS is being used for hypertension symptoms monitoring 
during pregnancy. 

 
 
 
IG update – Charlene 
 

 Draft MOU between SOS and Department of Health to cover Testing has 
come through.  IG comments provided and draft MoU shared with PHA 
colleagues. Speaking to Nicola at DSO, who hopes to provide comments 
today. 

 No decision was made yesterday at the Executive Meeting re adoption of a 
Proximity App.  The NHSx version is due to go live in mid-June.  Nicky 
Richardson DHSC Legal has requested a meeting with IG, Legal and Project 
Leads to discuss agreement and legal gateway for use of the app in NI.  
Charlene, through Stephen, has included invite to Nicola McAlister (DSO), 
Eddie O and Eddie R.   

 Charlene attends daily 4 Nations meeting covering IG for TTT. The NHSX 
Contact tracing app DPIA has been shared with ICO. Once this and the 
comments from ICO come back should be shared with those on the 4 Nations 
calls.   

 Charlene, Eddie Ritson and Eddie O’Neill met with the ICO and discussed the 
NI Covid App, lead to discussion around IG considerations and need to have 
privacy notice, DPIA and Data Access Agreements in place, due to use of full 
postcode data, and this will be taken forward.  Further meeting with ICO 
scheduled for next week to take forward discussions on TTIS work in more 
detail. Charlene highlighted that it is clear from the meeting with the ICO, the 
importance of having DPIAs in place very early on, particularly in relation to 
the Contact Tracing App.  It will be important that all Pillar leads under TTIS 
take forward appropriate DPIAs for their pieces of work and consider Privacy 
Notices. Some of this work should already be under way via the TTIS Steering 
Group.   

 TTIS – privacy notices and DPIAs came through from English side regarding 
their work on contact tracing and testing.  Shared with Eddie Ritson and Eddie 
O’Neill for comment.  Comments from Charlene and PHA IG leads Rosemary 
and Karen have been forwarded.  

 Project mandate (TTIS) – Comments were sent to Eddie Ritson, important if 
HSCB IG to be included that Ken Moore’s name is added as contact, along 
with Charlene and Rosemary for the IG Foundation level.  Also important that 
Eddie calls the Pillar leads together at some point, with IG leads, so that the 
importance of DPIAs etc can be highlighted and relevant templates and 
guidance can be provided. Eddie Ritson to get something in diaries with 
Charlene and anyone else inputting into it. 

 Meeting arranged for next week to follow up with Rosemary and Karen, PHA 
IG leads for TTIS to catch up on progress with work.  

 NHS England 111 helpline – Comments and advice provided on the DoH 
DPIA, which has highlighted that full postcode is being used rather than 
partial, which will lead to a number of further IG requirements, including a 
privacy notice for the helpline, DAAs with NHS England and the Dept and 
DAAs between the Dept/HSC and any outside organisations that data is being 



shared with. Actions clarified and shared with Eddie O and Carol Picton-Lynas 
(DoH).    

 The new Coronavirus Travel Regulations being developed by the UK – and NI 
equivalent Regs.  Recommended need for consultation with ICO under Article 
36(4) GDPR and suggested joint consultation lead by England, with all 
regions input.  This proposal is being taken forward.  Also flagged need to 
consider DPIA. 

 Schedule 255 – Scottish version shared with PHA Legal who requested them 
before finalising their draft.  DoH legal have provided comments which 
Charlene will incorporate once updated version back from PHA.  Final draft 
will be shared with PAC to ensure they are content with justifications around 
setting aside Common Law Confidentiality.   

 
Lisa to follow up with her Information Standards catch up next week 
 
 
AOB 
 
It was discussed that this meeting would be cut down to one a week which will be a 
Wednesday, starting from next week. 
 
Lisa mentioned about the shielded patients – GP data and updates being received. 
Potential issues with capturing details of letters issued by trusts as all have different 
processes. 
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING:  WEDNESDAY 27TH MAY 2020 @ 9AM 


