
COVID-19 Wave 2 - Digital Coordination & Prioritisation 
Minutes of meeting held on 13th May 2021 at 1pm 

 

In Attendance: 
 

 
Dan West - Chair 
 
Eddie Ritson  
Brendan O’Neill 
Austin Tanney 
Eddie O’Neill 
Charlene McQuillan 
Joy Beaumont 
Lesley McGrann 
Stephen Stewart 
David Bryce 
Linda McRandle 
Claire Buchner 
Michael Quinn 
Lisa Whyte 
Stephen Smith 
Helen Clarke 
 

 
Apologies:   

Katey Gunning 
 

 

 
Dan welcomed all to the meeting. 
 

This week is the Update week. 
 
On the Agenda today is  
 

 DTTP 

 VMS and Data Analytics 

 Covid Status Certification  

 BSO ITS Handover of Services 

 
 
DTTP Update – Eddie R/Joy 

 

 Business Case has been approved. DoH Finance colleagues have asked for 
evidence about risks of irregular spend.  



 Contract tracing via new variants – in order to follow up contacts of positive and 
negative test results to be added into the system. BSO colleagues are working 

on that. 
  

 There are issues around governance within Contact Tracing. Joy had liaised 
with Jennifer Lamont in the PHA about this issue. Joy mentioned that Austin 

was part of these discussions.  

 Dan mentioned that some decisions needed to be made around governance 
and it would be worthwhile getting a conversation. 
ACTION:  Helen to invite someone from PHA on to the call to discuss IG.  Dan 

to follow up with Olive MacLeod 
 

 David mentioned about an outstanding action he had on the Action Log (to look 
at Azure support). Ben came back with a proposal for a team. 
ACTION: Ben had created a document. David to share the document with Dan. 

 

 There are ongoing issues with PHE interface with red zone travellers and 
genomic sequencing. Joy has been in contact with Brid who has been in contact 

with PHE.  Quality of data at end of last week was very poor.   
 

 Joy gave an update on reflex assays. The Data Sharing Agreement had been 
sent to NI for signature.  Charlene mentioned it had been sent to PHA.  

 
 
VMS Update - Claire 

 

 JCVI recommending over 40’s not to get Astra Zeneca jab.  The Trusts have 
now changed to Pfizer. The only Vaccination Centre offering AZ now are the 
SSE and Pharmacists. This has created a lot of additional work and cost.  

 There are ongoing data issues are being worked through.  

 All write backs are going to EMIS, Vision and Merlok.  

 Work under way to provide NHSX with data on English students vaccinated in  
NI.  

 Claire and Austin are now in a PHA Vaccinations Low Uptake Working Group 

aimed at making interventions to address low uptake.    

 Austin and Claire had attended a meeting this morning with NHS Digital 

 There was correspondence circulating around vaccination certification status, 
particularly Subject Access Requests. A standard agreed, consistent response 

was needed.   
ACTION:  Brendan to send draft lines to take to Dan for clearance before 

passing on to Linda and Claire to use in response to queries received in HSC.   
 
Vaccination Status – Eddie O 

 

 England and Scotland are to have a solution up and running by 17th May 

 RoI to have their solution by end of June using Citizen Identity Service 

 Eddie mentioned he was in a Cabinet Office call this morning but nobody from 
NI took ownership. 

 Discovery work was ongoing in NI but needs ownership clarified as it is a cross 
cutting issue and funding will be required very quickly.  

 Dan mentioned there were issues with DoH Finance re budgets. 
 



 
Data Analytics Update - Austin and Mick 

 

 There are IG issues around vaccine passports which are proving very difficult 
to resolve.  

 There was a discussion around future ownership of the DA platform and the 

need to engage with Stephen Bergin in the PHA for a sub group to be set up. 

 Claire had sent a letter to Stephen Bergin re DPIA.  
ACTION Claire to forward S Bergin’s reply to Dan.   
ACTION:  Dan to drop a note to the Department and PHA about setting up a 

Task and Finish Group. Dan to follow up with a draft to Olive MacLeod and 
CMO.  

 Eddie O suggested that a longer term solution to determining ownership of data 
would be to build this in through the legislation around the dissolution of HSCB.  

 
BSO ITS Handover of Services - David 

 

 Eddie R reported that there had been positive engagement with PHA 

colleagues regarding handover of digital products and services. Davis was keen 
to include discussion on the ownership of additional products in any future 
discussions.  

 Claire mentioned that Karen is working with Roger and that a workshop had 

been set up for next week re responsibilities. 

 Also a HCN meeting is set up for next Monday. 
 
AOB 

 
Linda reminded the group that she and Joy will be sending out emails in the next 
couple of days for written updates for the Highlight Report for next week’s meeting. 
ACTION:  ALL   

 
 
 

NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY 20TH MAY @ 1PM 

  



 

ACTIONS: 
 
 

NO ACTION 
 

OWNER DEADLINE 

1 To invite someone from PHA on to the 
call to discuss IG 

Helen  

2 Follow up above request to PHA with 

Olive Mc Leod.  

Dan  

3 Send Ben’s proposal for an Azure Team 

to Dan 

David  

4 Send Dan lines to take re NHS and NI 
app for showing Covid Status for 
clearance 

Brendan  

5 Pass LTT to Linda and Claire when 
cleared 

Stephen S  

6 To forward S Bergin’s reply re data 
ownership to Dan 

Claire  

7 To drop a note to the Department and 
PHA about setting up a Task and Finish 

Group and follow up with a draft to Olive 
MacLeod and CMO.  
 

Dan  

 
 

DECISIONS: 

 
NO 

 

DECISION OWNER DEADLINE 

    

 

 


