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Introduction
The Department of Health (the Department) is aware some adults impacted by adoption have faced challenges and barriers in accessing information about an adoption as well as accessing adoption case records.  

In addition to Access to Birth Records and Adoption Agency Case Records for Adults Impacted by Adoption – Practice Guidance published by the Department in 2023 and in light of the forthcoming public inquiry into Mother and Baby Institutions, Magdalene Laundries and Workhouses Inquiry and the opening of the related Redress Scheme, the Department proposes to develop new regulations under the Adoption and Children Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 to further assist adoption agencies to support adults impacted by adoption to access certain types of information in order to make an application to the Redress Scheme.  

The Department has launched this consultation in order to seek views on the policy proposals underpinning the new regulations.  

[bookmark: _Toc244595681]Privacy, Confidentiality and Access to Consultation Responses
The Department is committed to protecting your privacy.  

Further information on how the Department will use and protect your personal data is available via the consultation privacy notice.  

Individuals responding in a personal capacity, can, but are not required to provide their name 

Respondents are asked to ensure they do not disclose any personal data inadvertently as part of their response.  

The Department will not attribute any information provided to an individual respondent.

For this consultation, we may publish all responses except for those where the respondent indicates that they are an individual acting in a private capacity (e.g., a member of the public).  All responses from organisations and individuals responding in a professional capacity will be published.  We will remove email addresses from these responses; but apart from this, we will publish them in full.  

Your response, and all other responses to this consultation, may also be disclosed on request in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR); however, all disclosures will be in line with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA) and the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR). 

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as confidential, so that this may be considered if the Department should receive a request for the information under the FOIA or EIR.   

[bookmark: _Toc244595682]Impact Assessments
In accordance with the Department’s obligations under Section 75, an equality screening has been conducted on the policy for the draft regulations and can be found on the Department’s website.  

The screening concluded that there would be no significant implications for equality of opportunity and therefore an equality impact assessment is not required.

[bookmark: _Toc244595683]Consultation Responses 
Responses to the consultation can be submitted via Citizen Space or by using this questionnaire.  

Using either format, responses can be submitted to the Department as an individual or on behalf of an organisation.

[bookmark: _Toc244595684]Submitting Your Response to the Department
If you decide to use this questionnaire to submit your response, you can send it by email to adoption@health-ni.gov.uk or in hard copy to:

The Disclosure of Information Held in Adoption Records to Support the Operation of the Truth Recovery Redress Scheme Targeted Consultation 
Adoption and Children Act Implementation Team 
Family and Children’s Policy Directorate 
Department of Health 
Room A3.3A
Castle Buildings 
Stormont Estate 
Belfast 
BT4 3SQ

[bookmark: _Toc244595685]Deadline for Responses 
Responses to the consultation must be received by the Department by 31st December 2026.

[bookmark: _Toc244595686]What Happens Next?
After the consultation closes, the Department will review and analyse the responses received to the consultation and make any necessary changes to the draft regulations.  

The Department will also publish a summary of the responses received to the consultation on the Department's website.


[bookmark: _Toc244595687]Respondent’s Details 

I am responding (please tick the appropriate box): 
	
	as an individual; or 	

	on behalf of an organisation	


Name (Print):	_______________________________________________________

Organisation (If Applicable): __________________________________________________________________

Organisational Position/Role/Job Title (If Applicable):
__________________________________________________________________







Policy Consultation Questions 
	Yes
	
	No
	

	Comments:




QUESTION 1
Taking account of the limitations of the Department’s powers under the Act, are you content with the Department’s proposals about who will be eligible to request information from an adoption agency, how such a request should be made and the information that will need to be provided to support the request?  

If not, please explain why.



	Yes
	
	No
	

	Comments:



QUESTION 2
Do you agree with the Department’s proposal to place a duty on adoption agencies to have regard to any guidance provided by the Department?

If not, please explain why.


QUESTION 3  
Are you content with the Department’s proposal to require an adoption agency to prioritise requests for information from eligible persons / relatives who are terminally ill and also have regard to the applicant’s age and health in line with the approach of the Redress Service? 

If not, please explain why. 


	Yes
	
	No
	

	Comments:




	Yes
	
	No
	

	Comments:



QUESTION 4  
Are you content with the Department’s proposal that adoption agencies should only be required to disclose the name of the relevant institution and the dates of admission? 

If not, please explain why. 


	Yes
	
	No
	

	Comments:



QUESTION 5
Are you content with the Department’s proposal that adoption agencies should be required to provide further information to the Redress Service, if requested by the Service and the request is for information specifically required to support an application for redress? 

If not, please explain why. 



	Yes
	
	No
	

	Comments:



QUESTION 6A 
Are you content that the circumstances outlined in the consultation document should be excepted by way of the regulations in connection with a request for information as part of the Redress Scheme? 

If not, please explain why. 

QUESTION 6B
Are there any other circumstances that you consider should be included? 


	Yes
	
	No
	


	Comments:



QUESTION 7A
Are you content with the proposed way in which an adoption agency must respond to a request for information?

If not, please explain why.

QUESTION 7B
Do you have any further suggestions for inclusion in the process?


	Yes
	

	No
	

	Comments:



QUESTION 8 
Are you content with the proposal to require adoption agencies to maintain accurate records of disclosure requests received for redress purposes and the outcome of such requests? 

 If not, please explain why? 


	Yes
	
	No
	

	Comments:



QUESTION 9
Are you content with the proposal to place a duty on adoption agencies to provide a monthly report to the Department?

If not, can you please explain why. 


[bookmark: _Toc244595688]Assessment of Impact
Equality Impact Assessment 
Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 requires the Department to “have due regard” to the need to promote equality of opportunity between persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital status, or sexual orientation; between men and women generally; between persons with a disability and persons without; and between persons with dependants and persons without.  

The Department is also required to “have regard” to the desirability of promoting good relations between persons of a different religious belief, political opinion, or racial group.

The Department has also embarked on an equality screening exercise to determine if any of these recommendations are likely to have a differential impact on equality of opportunity for any of the section 75 groups.  

In responding to this consultation, you are invited to consider the recommendations from a section 75 perspective by considering and answering the questions below.  

Answering these questions will contribute to the completion of the Department's Screening template and the screening outcome.



[bookmark: _Toc244595689]Equality Impact Assessment (Continued)
Are you aware of any information or evidence which indicate that the proposals set out in the Consultation Document may have an adverse impact on equality of opportunity or, on good relations, between people of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group?


Yes	No		Undecided 	



If yes, please provide comment on what you think should be added or removed to alleviate the adverse impact.
	

















[bookmark: _Toc244595690]Equality Impact Assessment (Continued) 
In relation to the proposals set out in the Consultation Document, do you believe there is an opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity or good relations between people of different religious beliefs, political opinion or racial group?

Yes		No 		Undecided 	





If yes, please provide us with details as to how you believe this might be achieved.




[bookmark: _Toc244595691]Equality Impact Assessment (Continued) 
In relation to the proposals set out in the Consultation Document, do you believe there are any instances where potential human rights violations may occur?


Yes		No			Undecided	




If yes, please provide us with details as where you believe these might occur.























[bookmark: _Toc244595692]Regulatory Impact Assessment
In relation to the proposals set out in the Consultation Document, do you believe there are any unintended consequences upon business, charities or voluntary bodies?

Yes		No			Undecided	





If yes, please provide us with details as to where you believe these might occur.












[bookmark: _Toc244595693]Rural Needs Impact Assessment 
The Rural Needs Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 places a duty on public authorities, including government departments, to have due regard to rural needs when developing, adopting, implementing or revising policies, strategies and plans and when designing and delivering public services.

In relation to the proposals set out in the Consultation Document, do you believe these are likely to have an adverse impact on rural areas?  

Yes		No			Undecided	





If yes, please provide us with details on how you believe these adverse impacts could be reduced or alleviated.
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