[image: A close up of a logo

Description automatically generated]Cancer Charities Grant Scheme
Information Sheet 
September 2026/27



























Cancer Charities Grant Scheme
Contents 
1. Introduction 
2. Scheme Overview
3. Authority for Award of the Cancer Charities Grant Scheme 
4. What are the objectives of this Scheme?
5. What funding is available?
6. Who is eligible?
7. What activities/services will qualify for a grant award?
8. What costs are eligible? 
9. Monitoring and evaluation
10. Key dates
11. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s)


1. Introduction

This document should be read in conjunction with the relevant application guidance when completing the application form.
Digital application guidance and forms are available via the following link:
Cancer Charities Grant Scheme 2026/27 | Department of Health
Alternatively, paper copies of application guidance and forms are available upon request from the following addresses:
CancerCharitiesGrantAdmin@health-ni.gov.uk
Or

DoH Cancer Charities Grant Scheme 
Floor D1
Castle Buildings
Stormont Estate
BT4 3SQ

2. Scheme Overview

This document provides applicants with a brief overview of the scheme, including its aims, eligibility criteria and award categories.
On 10 September 2026, Minister of Health Robbie Butler, MLA announced a package of £1.25m for a Cancer Charities Programme that will provide funding support for charities, voluntary and community sector organisations to deliver community-based cancer services and activities. 

[bookmark: _Hlk214443879]The Department of Health, in conjunction with representatives from the Northern Ireland Cancer Charities Coalition, have worked together to co-design and co-produce a Cancer Charities Grant Scheme that meets the needs of the sector, Department and citizens.

The scheme is intended to provide a source of funding that will enable charities to deliver the greatest support to cancer patients and their families across our communities in the most appropriate setting.

3. Authority for Award of the Cancer Charities Grant Scheme 

Authority for this Scheme derives from the following legislation:	

· Article 71 of the Health and Personal Social Services (Northern Ireland) Order 1972 authorises the Department to make grants to voluntary organisations in Northern Ireland which provide services similar or related to any of the health or social care services. 






4. Funding Objectives - What is the objective of this Scheme?

The objective of the scheme is to help enable people to access appropriate care and support in the most appropriate setting, including reducing avoidable or preventable demand on secondary care.

The Department is committed to support the work of charities, voluntary and community sector organisations which are, through the work of their organisation, contributing towards the following strategic outcomes:

· Delivery of the actions in the Cancer Strategy for Northern Ireland 2022 - 2032.
· Improve cancer outcomes and support for all. 
· Support Department of Health initiatives to target waiting lists.
· Support NI Health Social Care (HSC) cancer services, policies or service delivery.
· To help reduce the number of cancer patients re-presenting into HSC Secondary Care. 
· To help address health inequalities across Northern Ireland.

5. What Funding is Available?
The Department and Macmillan Cancer Support will provide a funding pot of £1.25m, collectively, to support the Cancer Charities Grant Scheme. Funding will be awarded to successful applicants for spend in the 2027/28 financial year. 

As part of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Department and Macmillan Cancer Support, Macmillan will not avail of any funding provided through the Cancer Charities Grant Scheme and the assessment of all applicants will wholly be carried out by Department of Health staff. 

Applications are invited for grants under the following categories: 

1. Applications of up to £40,000. 
2. Applications between £40,001- £150,000. 
It is anticipated that up to £400,000 of the funding available will be allocated to smaller grant scheme and up to £850,000 to the larger grant scheme. However, the Department reserves the right to adjust funding between both funding schemes subject to the quantity and quality of applications received.

Organisations may only submit one application to the Cancer Charities Grant Scheme overall.

6.0 Who is eligible? 

To be eligible for funding, applicants must demonstrate that they satisfy a number of agreed eligibility criteria outlined in section 2 and 3 of the application guidance.

Applicants must demonstrate how their application qualifies for one or more of the outlined award categories.

Eligibility of the organisation
Your organisation must meet the following requirements:

· Be a UK Charity Commission registered charity, or an independent not for profit organisation with a constitution or set of rules defining its aims, objectives and operational procedures.

· As stated in your Memorandum and Articles of Association, or constitutional document and/or, your Charity Commission Registration, have as a primary charitable purpose a focus on the prevention and detection of cancer and/or the provision of support for people with/or affected by cancer and; have proven experience of delivering impactful cancer services and programmes in Northern Ireland which are aligned to the core aims of the scheme. The organisation must currently be operating in Northern Ireland and be able to identify expenditure incurred by its activities in Northern Ireland.

· Be able to demonstrate that the organisation complies with all relevant legislative requirements in respect of employment, safeguarding, health and safety, data protection and equal opportunities. This includes promoting equality of opportunity and good relations in accordance with section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998.

Applications from individuals, statutory bodies, commercial organisations, academic institutions, trade unions or political parties will not be considered. Applications where the grant may be associated with political activity are excluded.

Small Grant Applications - should ensure that they are using no more than 75% of public money for their proposal or it may be deemed ineligible and that the funding sought does not represent more than 25% of the organisation’s turnover.

Larger Grant Applications - should ensure that they are using no more than 50% of public money for their proposal or it may be deemed ineligible and that the funding sought does not represent more than 25% of the organisation’s turnover.

Aims of your proposal 
Your proposal must be supporting the development or implementation of Department of Health strategy/policy in one or more of the following areas:
	 
· Delivery of the actions in the Cancer Strategy for Northern Ireland 2022 - 2032.
· Improve cancer outcomes and support for all. 
· Support Department of Health initiatives to target waiting lists.
· Support NI Health and Social Care (HSC) cancer services, policies or service delivery.
· Reduce the number of cancer patients re-presenting into HSC Secondary Care. 
· Address health inequalities across Northern Ireland.



7.0 [bookmark: _Hlk207618568][bookmark: _Hlk206764636][bookmark: _Hlk206755454]What activities/services will qualify for a grant award? 
Applications should positively impact one or more of the following areas of need:
A. Mental Health: e.g. Provision of counselling, psychological support for individuals, families, adults, children and young people, either with/or impacted by a cancer diagnosis.

B. Living Well: Support to enable individuals with cancer or families impacted by cancer to carry out normal daily activities that help to promote social inclusion e.g. rehabilitation, prehabilitation, physical and mental health therapies and activities.

C. Practical Support Services: e.g. to transport individuals with cancer to/from appointments, support to attend or whilst attending difficult appointments.

D. Awareness: e.g. Provision of information or advice on available services, processes, guidance or support for engagement in cancer screening or other HSC services.

E. Education: e.g. In relation to the onset of symptoms, screening services, causes of cancer, lifestyle, pre or post treatment advice on general or specific tumours or which target differing age groups.

F. Health Inequalities: e.g. Activities which promote cancer awareness in areas of deprivation and/or support minority groups to access services or, encourage participation in screening programmes, or promote activities or services that focus on prevention.

Please note the activities listed are indicative and not exhaustive. Activities and services will be considered outside of those listed, where there is sufficient evidence within the proposal.

8.0 What costs are eligible? 

The following costs are eligible:

· Salary and employer costs for qualified practitioners, therapists or sessional costs paid. 
· The direct cost of materials consumed in service or programme delivery. 
· The direct cost of professional supervision, development and training that supports the organisation to deliver the proposal.
· The direct cost of marketing, promotional, educational or awareness activity.
· Up to 25% overhead recovery on total eligible proposal costs.

The costs listed above are indicative and not exhaustive. Costs will be considered outside of those listed where there is sufficient evidence for their justification within the proposal.

The following costs are ineligible:

· VAT.
· Depreciation and amortisation.
· Capital cost for new equipment.
· Property running costs e.g. rent, rates, heat, light, power, insurance, repairs and renewals.
· Fundraising and income generation costs.
· Costs associated with meeting regulatory requirements including all finance, legal, audit and governance costs.
· Monetary grants or gifts to be passed directly to third parties.

It should be noted that the list of eligible and ineligible cost types is indicative rather than exhaustive.


9.0 Monitoring and Evaluation

Successful applicants will be expected to adhere to the highest standards of governance and financial responsibility.

Applicants will be required to actively partake in all agreed monitoring and guidance processes which are detailed in the application guidance.

Failure to adhere to appropriate monitoring and evaluation processes will result in ineligibility for current and future grants.


10.0	What are the key dates?  

	Stage
	Date

	Scheme opens 
	10 September 2026

	Application window closes
	5pm on 20 November 2026

	Assessment process
	December 2026

	Notification of the outcome
	January 2027

	Proforma request for further information issued
	January 2027

	Letter of Offer (LoO) issued 
	February 2027

	Funding released 
	March 2027

	Monitoring and evaluation
	Ongoing as per Letter of Offer



The Department encourages all eligible organisations to apply for this funding.













	
11.0	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s)

	Question:
	Am I eligible to apply for Cancer Charity Grant Scheme?

	Answer:
	Your organisation must meet the following requirements to be eligible:
· Be a UK Charity Commission registered charity, or an independent not for profit organisation
· Have Charity Commission Registration
· Have a primary charitable purpose with a focus on Cancer relating to:
· prevention 
· detection of cancer 
· provision of support for people with/or affected by cancer
· Have experience of delivering cancer services and programmes in Northern Ireland 
· The organisation must currently be operating in Northern Ireland.




	Question:
	How much funding can I apply for?

	Answer:
	Applications are invited for grants under the following categories: 
1. Applications of up to £40,000. 
2. Applications between £40,001- £150,000. 
Please note that any organisation can only apply for a grant in ONE of the two categories stated above. 



	Question:
	Are there restrictions to which grant tier I can apply for?

	Answer:
	· Applications should ensure that they are using no more than 50% of public money for their proposal or it may be deemed ineligible. 
· Applications for funding do not represent more than 25% of the organisation’s turnover.




	Question:
	What project costs are eligible for grant funding?

	Answer:
	· Salary and employer costs for qualified practitioners, therapists or sessional costs paid. 
· The direct cost of materials consumed in service or programme delivery. 
· The direct cost of professional supervision, development and training that supports the organisation to deliver the proposal.
· The direct cost of marketing, promotional, educational or awareness activity.
· 25% overhead recovery on total eligible proposal costs.



	Question:
	What costs are NOT eligible for grant funding?

	Answer:
	· VAT.
· Depreciation and amortisation.
· Capital cost for new equipment.
· Property running costs e.g. rent, rates, heat, light, power, insurance, repairs and renewals.
· Fundraising and income generation costs.
· Costs associated with meeting regulatory requirements including all finance, legal, audit and governance costs.
· Monetary grants or gifts to be passed directly to third parties.



	Question:
	When does the grant funding scheme close for applications?

	Answer:
	The DoH Cancer Charity Grant Scheme 2026/27 will close for applications at 5pm Friday 20th November 2026.






	Question:
	When will I know the outcome of my application?

	Answer:
	Applications received prior to the closing date will be assessed in December 2026 and notifications will be issued to applicants in January 2027.



	Question:
	If my application is successful, when will I receive funding payments?

	Answer:
	Successful applicants that pass financial viability and other verification checks will receive a letter of offer that will detail the proposed funding offer and payment schedule.
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