
 

Regulatory Impact Assessment screening – Consultation on proposals to amend to the 

terms of service for chemists as set out in Schedule 2 to the Pharmaceutical Services 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1997 
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Screening Questions 

Response 

to 

Screening 

Questions 

 Full 

Impact 

Assessment 

Required 

Justification / Key issues 

and groups to focus on 

Yes No Yes No 

Is the policy or 

amendment to the policy 

likely to have a direct or 

indirect impact on 

businesses? 

 X  X The Department 

acknowledges that if the 

consultation was to lead to 

legislative change there may  

be an additional 

administrative burden placed 

on pharmacy contractors by 

way of the implementation 

of a legislative clinical 

governance framework, 

although we believe such 

burdens to be minimal, given 

that most community 

pharmacy contractors 

already provide high quality 

services based on 

professional and regulatory 

guidance and so would not 

have to drastically alter their 

way of working.  The 

proposed amendments would 

reflect best practice with no 

intention that they would be 

overly burdensome for 

contractors. Compliance with 

the changes is intended to 

further demonstrate and 

embed quality and 

accountability in every 

interaction with patients and 

members of the public. 
 



Is the policy or 

amendment to the policy 

likely to have a direct or 

indirect impact on the 

voluntary / community 

sector?1 

 X  X The policy proposals relate 

to possible amendments to 

the terms of service for 

chemists as set out in 

Schedule 2 to the 

Pharmaceutical Services 

Regulations (Northern 

Ireland) 1997 and will 

directly impact chemists and 

pharmacy contractors 

providing HSC 

pharmaceutical services. The 

policy proposals are not 

likely to have a direct or 

indirect impact on the 

voluntary / community 

sector. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 X The Department is of the 

view that a full Regulatory 

Impact Assessment is not 

needed at this time. This will 

be reviewed and is subject to 

the results and feedback 

received as part of this 

consultation exercise. 

Further work, including the 

reconsideration for the need 

of a full regulatory impact on 

the policy proposals will be 

determined at the end of the 

consultation period.  

 

When Is a Regulatory Impact Assessment Required? 

 

If the answer to any of the above questions is yes, consideration should be given to 

undertaking a Regulatory Impact Assessment. However, the level of appraisal should be 

proportionate to the costs involved. 

 

A Regulatory Impact Assessment is not required for: 

 

i. Proposals which impose no costs or no savings, or negligible costs or 

savings on business, charities, social economy enterprises or the 

voluntary sector; 

ii. Increases in statutory fees by a predetermined formula such as the rate 

of inflation; or Road closure orders. 

 
1 NOTES: 

 

This Includes charities and the social economy sector. 
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