A Guide to the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 for Public Authorities
(Revised) April 2018

Appendix | - Rural Needs Impact Assessment (RNIA)
Template

SECTION 1 - Defining the activity subject to Section 1(1) of the Rural
Needs Act (NI) 2016

1A. Name of Public Authority.

Department of Health

1B. Please provide a short title which describes the activity being undertaken by the
Public Authority that is subject to Section 1(1) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016.

Updating the claim period from the Nursery Milk Scheme from 2 years to 6 Months.

1C. Please indicate which category the activity specified in Section 1B above relates to.

Developing a Policy Strategy Plan
Adopting a Policy Strategy Plan
Implementing a Policy Strategy Plan
Revising a Policy [/ Strategy Plan

Designing a Public Service

Delivering a Public Service

1D. Please provide the official title (if any) of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service
document or initiative relating to the category indicated in Section 1C above.

The Healthy Start Scheme and Day Care Food Scheme Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006

1E. Please provide details of the aims and/or objectives of the Policy, Strategy, Plan
or Public Service.

The Healthy Start Scheme and Day Care Food Scheme Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006
enables children under five years of age to receive, free of charge, 189 ml (one third of a pint) of
milk each day they attend approved day care facilities for two hours or more. Babies aged under

one may instead receive dried baby milk made up to 189 ml (one third of a pint).
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1F. What definition of ‘rural’ is the Public Authority using in respect of the Policy,
Strategy, Plan or Public Service?

Population Settlements of less than 5,000 (Default definition).

Other Definition (Provide details and the rationale below).

A definition of ‘rural’ is not applicable. v

Details of alternative definition of ‘rural’ used.

There is no commitment made to developing any policies or services that would require a
detailed rural assessment.

Rationale for using alternative definition of ‘rural’.

N/A

Reasons why a definition of ‘rural’ is not applicable.

N/A
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SECTION 2 - Understanding the impact of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or
Public Service

2A. Is the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service likely to impact on people in rural
areas?

Yes No [/ | If the response is NO GO TO Section 2E.

2B. Please explain how the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on
people in rural areas.

2C. If the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on people in rural
areas differently from people in urban areas, please explain how it is likely to impact
on people in rural areas differently.
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2D. Please indicate which of the following rural policy areas the Policy, Strategy, Plan or
Public Service is likely to primarily impact on.

Rural Businesses

Rural Tourism

Rural Housing

Jobs or Employment in Rural Areas

Education or Training in Rural Areas

Broadband or Mobile Communications in Rural Areas

Transport Services or Infrastructure in Rural Areas

Health or Social Care Services in Rural Areas

Poverty in Rural Areas

Deprivation in Rural Areas

Rural Crime or Community Safety

Rural Development

Agri-Environment

Other (Please state)

If the response to Section 2A was YES GO TO Section 3A.

2E. Please explain why the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is NOT likely to
impact on people in rural areas.

This is a change to the administrative arrangements for the Nursery Milk Scheme, reducing the
claim period from two years to six months. Consideration has been given to whether this
change could impact differently on people in rural areas, including in relation to administrative
capacity, access to information, and potential reliance on digital or postal processes. However,
the change does not alter eligibility for the scheme or the service provided, and available
evidence does not indicate that claimants in rural areas submit claims later than those in urban
areas. On this basis, no differential impact on people in rural areas has been identified.
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SECTION 3 - Identifying the Social and Economic Needs of Persons in

Rural Areas

3A. Has the Public Authority taken steps to identify the social and economic needs of
people in rural areas that are relevant to the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service?

Yes No |/ | If the response is NO GO TO Section 3E.

3B. Please indicate which of the following methods or information sources were used
by the Public Authority to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural

areas.

Consultation with Rural Stakeholders
Consultation with Other Organisations

Surveys or Questionnaires

Other Methods or Information Sources (include details in Question 3C below).

Published Statistics
Research Papers

Other Publications

3C. Please provide details of the methods and information sources used to identify the
social and economic needs of people in rural areas including relevant dates, names
of organisations, titles of publications, website references, details of surveys or

consultations undertaken etc.
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3D. Please provide details of the social and economic needs of people in rural areas
which have been identified by the Public Authority?

If the response to Section 3A was YES GO TO Section 4A.

3E. Please explain why no steps were taken by the Public Authority to identify the social
and economic needs of people in rural areas?

No specific rural-focused research has been undertaken as part of this screening. However,

existing administrative data relating to claim submission patterns and operational knowledge of
the scheme have been considered. These sources do not identify any evidence of rural-specific
barriers or differences in behaviour that would suggest that people in rural areas have distinct
social or economic needs in relation to the claim period. Given the administrative nature of the
change and absence of evidence of differential impact, further rural-specific data collection was

not considered proportionate at this stage.
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SECTION 4 - Considering the Social and Economic Needs of Persons in
Rural Areas

4A. Please provide details of the issues considered in relation to the social and
economic needs of people in rural areas.

Will people in more remote rural areas be able to access the service — is appropriate

infrastructure in place, and could it cost people in rural areas disproportionately more to
access the service? What about people from particular groups, such as those in minority
groups, and people with disabilities?

No: The reduction in the claim period is unlikely to affect those in rural areas or minority groups.

Could there be a disproportionate effect on people in rural areas who don’t have access
to high quality broadband?

No
Are there pockets of hidden poverty or deprivation within rural areas which need to be
taken account of in determining the effects of the policy, strategy, plan or public service

on people in rural areas?

No
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SECTION 5 - Influencing the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service

5A. Has the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy
or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, been influenced by the rural

needs identified?

Yes

No

v

If the response is NO GO TO Section 5C.

5B. Please explain how the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the
Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, has been
influenced by the rural needs identified.

If the response to Section 5A was YES GO TO Section 6A.
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5C. Please explain why the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the
Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or the delivery of the Public Service, has NOT

been influenced by the rural needs identified.

This is a minor change to claim period to a scheme that is already in place; rural needs are

unlikely to be affected.

SECTION 6 -Documentingand Recording

6A. Please tick below to confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained by the Public
Authority and relevant information on the Section 1 activity compiled in accordance

with paragraph 6.7 of the guidance.

| confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained and relevant information compiled. |V
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