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Consultation on the claim period 
for the Day Care Foods (Nursery Milk) Scheme in Northern Ireland 

18 June – 13 August 2026


Consultation Response Template



Overview
This consultation seeks views on reimbursement arrangements under The Healthy Start Scheme and Day Care Food Scheme Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006.   
The Day Care Food Scheme (sometimes referred to as the Nursery Milk Scheme) provides free daily milk (or infant formula) to eligible children under five attending approved day care facilities.
This consultation focuses specifically on the timeframe available to Day Care Providers to submit claims for reimbursement. The aim is to ensure that the claim period remains appropriate, proportionate, and supportive of both providers and administrators in delivering the scheme effectively.
Further information on Day Care Foods, including eligibility, can be found on the Business Services Organisation (BSO) website 

Why Take Part?
Your views will help ensure that the reimbursement arrangements under the scheme are practical, fair and effective. By sharing your experience, you can:
· Influence policy decisions on the timeframe for submitting claims
· Help identify any challenges or administrative burdens faced by providers
· Ensure the scheme operates smoothly, supporting timely reimbursement
· Contribute to maintaining access to this important nutritional support for young children
Taking part will help make sure the scheme continues to meet the needs of Day Care Providers and the children they support.
Please note – this consultation survey can also be completed online at the NICS Consultation Portal Citizen Space.

Section 1: Your Details 

	Name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email Address:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Section 2: Eligibility for Day Care Foods

DAY CARE FOODS SCHEME
The Day Care Foods Scheme enables children under five years of age to receive, free of charge, 189 ml (one third of a pint) of milk each day they attend approved day care facilities for two hours or more. Babies aged under one may instead receive dried baby milk made up to 189 ml (one third of a pint).
Day care providers who have been approved to supply milk under the Scheme can be reimbursed for the cost of the milk they supply.
Eligible day care providers include any of the following (where the child has not yet reached 5 years of age):
· a person who receives a child into premises which are registered pursuant to Article 118 of The Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995,
· a voluntary organisation which provides a play-bus for the use of children, or
· a person who receives a child into nursery school under the management of or assisted by the Education Authority.
Day care provided for less than two hours in a day does not qualify for approval under the scheme. Parents and relatives of the child and privately-employed nannies are not eligible under the Scheme.

Please read the eligibility criteria above before answering Question 1

Q1. Do you work, or have you ever worked, in a nursery setting that is eligible* to claim reimbursement for milk/infant formula under The Healthy Start Scheme and Day Care Food Scheme Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006?
(*Note – does not require that you have ever claimed under the scheme)

 ☐	Yes		Please proceed to section 2
 ☐ 	No		Please proceed to section 6
 ☐	Don’t Know	Please proceed to section 6

Section 3: Childcare Setting and Claim Status

Q2. What best describes the type of childcare setting that you work / have worked in? (Select all that apply)
☐  	Childminder
☐  	Nursery
☐  	Early Years Education
☐  	Independent Pre-school
☐ 	Education Authority
☐	Other (please specify below)
	Click or tap here to enter text.



Q3. Does your organisation currently claim, or have they ever claimed, Government reimbursement for milk/formula provided under the scheme?
☐	Yes		Please proceed to Section 4
☐ 	No		Please proceed to Section 5
☐	Don’t Know	Please proceed to Section 6





Section 4: Current and Past Claimants

Q4. Please enter your Nursery ID 
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
Q5.  How often does your organisation claim reimbursement for milk/formula purchased under the Day Care Foods Scheme?
☐  	Monthly
☐ 	Every second month
☐ 	Quarterly
☐	Twice a year
☐	Annually
☐	Longer

Q6. What impact, if any, would reducing the claim period to 6 months have on your organisation or the organisations you represent?
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Please skip section 5 and proceed directly to Section 6

Section 5: Eligible Childcare Settings who are not Claiming

Q7. What are the reasons your organisation does not claim reimbursement for milk or formula under the Day Care Foods (Nursery Milk) Scheme, despite being eligible to do so? (Select all that apply)

☐ 	Milk/Infant formula is not provided in our setting
☐ 	I didn’t know that we could claim
☐ 	The process of claiming is too complicated
☐ 	The amounts are so small that it isn’t worthwhile
☐ 	Other (please elaborate below)

	Click or tap here to enter text.






Section 6: General Views

Q8. Do you consider six months a sufficient time period within which to claim reimbursement for milk purchased under the Day Care Foods (Nursery Milk) Scheme?
☐ 	Yes
☐ 	No
☐ 	Don’t Know

Q9. If you answered no to question 8, please indicate why and what time period you think would be appropriate.
	Click or tap here to enter text.






Final Thoughts 

Q10. Please share any other comments you may have regarding the Nursery Milk Scheme below.
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Next Steps
Thank you for taking the time to complete this consultation survey. 
Once the consultation closes, all responses will be reviewed and analysed. A summary of the findings will be published, and the feedback will help inform any decisions regarding changes to the reimbursement claim period.
Where appropriate, revised arrangements will be developed and implemented, with clear guidance provided to Day Care Providers in advance of any changes taking effect.
Completed consultation templates can be returned to the Department of Health
Via email at:		healthystart@health-ni.gov.uk 
Or by post to:	Day Care Foods Consultation
			Health Improvement Policy Branch
			Department of Health
			Castle Buildings
			Stormont Estate
			BELFAST
			BT4 3SQ

Please note: Consultation responses will not be accepted after midnight on Thursday 13 August 2026  
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