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Adult-onset Hearing Loss is One of the
Great Health Challenges of the 215 C.

>70% of people over 70 years of age have correctable, age-
related hearing loss

45% of people with correctable, age-related hearing loss do
not seek or receive help?!

Population of over 70s is growing at > twice the population
average (2.35%)

94% of cases of hearing loss in adults are Presbycusis (age-
related hearing loss) which can safely be treated in the
community

Covid19 lockdown heightened awareness of the needs of older
and vulnerable people with hearing loss and the importance to
them of personal communication and the ability to access
telephony, video calls and broadcast media

Uncorrected hearing loss leads to social isolation and mental ill
health?, increases cognitive impairment and hastens the
impact of dementia3*

Correcting adult onset hearing loss between the ages of 45-65
reduces the risk of dementia by 7% >

Earty fife

Less education

N N
n) Percentage reduction in cases
of dementia if this risk factor

is eliminated

Midlife
Hearing loss
4 Y
C 7% | HighLDL cholesterol

3% | Depression

<

3'}—'.-/2 Traumatic brain injury
2% | Physical inactivity
2% | Diabetes

% | Smoking

J

| 2'.-:;:) Hypertansion
1% | Obesity
1% [
\hj Excessive alcohiol

Late life

Social isolation

Air pollution

Visual boss

7

potentially |
\  modifiable |
!

S/

-

Figure 9: Population attributable fraction of potentially modifiable risk factors for dementia

Dementia prevention, intervention, and care: 2024 report of the Lancet standing Commission - The Lancet



https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01296-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01296-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01296-0/fulltext

Population projections by the Office for National Statistics Northern Ireland (PERSONS '000s)
300

233,300 people with age related hearing loss in NI (2016)°
+50,000 people aged 70+ in 10 years

. 35,000 of whom will have age related hearing loss
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Missing data from

Northern Trust

Number of patients waiting for a diagnostic service by type of service and weeks

waiting - Pure tone audiometry (Northern Ireland Waiting Time Statistics:
Diagnostic Waiting Times. Northern Ireland Deprtment of Health Information Analysis Directorate)
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Missing data from

Northern Trust

Number of patients waiting for a diagnostic service by type of service and weeks

waiting - Pure tone audiometry (Northern Ireland Waiting Time Statistics:
Diagnostic Waiting Times. Northern Ireland Deprtment of Health Information Analysis Directorate)
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Missing data from
Number of patients waiting for a diagnostic service by type of service and weeks Northern Trust

waiting - Pure tone audiometry (Northern Ireland Waiting Time Statistics:
Diagnostic Waiting Times. Northern Ireland Deprtment of Health Information Analysis Directorate)
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