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Welcome

Welcome to the seventh edition of the Infected Blood Payment Scheme (NI)
newsletter. This edition provides an update on the UK Government’s response
to the Infected Blood Inquiry’s Additional Report on compensation and how

this will impact on the devolved Infected Blood Payment Scheme NI.

Infected Blood Inquiry Additional Report

On 9% July 2025, the Chair of the Infected Blood Inquiry published an
Additional Report on the “timeliness and adequacy” of the UKG'’s response on

compensation.
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UK Government Response to Additional Report

In July, the Minister for the Cabinet Office (MCO), Nick Thomas-Symonds MP,
said he agreed with the Chair that there was “still more to be done to ensure that

the detail and operation of the scheme matches up to its intent”.

The MCO announced that the UK Government (UKG) would make changes to
the Infected Blood Compensation Scheme, which is delivered by the Infected

Blood Compensation Authority (IBCA).

The UKG accepted seven of the 15 recommendations on the design and
structure of the compensation scheme and committed to a process of
consultation on the remaining eight recommendations. That consultation was

launched on 30t October and will run for 12 weeks.

The responses will help to inform Government decisions regarding any future
changes to the compensation scheme. For more information please visit the

UKG website at: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-

proposed-changes-to-the-infected-blood-compensation-scheme

IBCA accepted all eleven recommendations on the speed and transparency of

the roll-out of the Compensation Scheme service to all victims.

For more information please visit the UKG website at:

www.gov.uk/government/speeches/infected-blood-inquiry-additional-report-

oral-statement-to-parliament
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Update from NI Health Minister Mike Nesbitt

-— In July 2025, Minister Nesbitt met with the MCO, Nick
Thomas-Symonds MP, along with the Health Ministers from
the Scottish and Welsh Governments, to discuss the

Government’s response to the Inquiry’s Report.

Minister Nesbitt said: “I have agreed that the Infected Blood
Payment Scheme NI will remain open for a further 12 months, until the Infected
Blood Compensation Authority (IBCA) takes over legal responsibility for making

support payments to beneficiaries, from 1st February 2027".

The decision to defer for a further 12 months is to help ensure that IBCA is

operationally ready to open its service to other affected groups.

Minister Nesbitt continued: “I have also decided that the NI Scheme will re-open
to make payments to recently bereaved spouses and partners of beneficiaries,
providing financial support until they receive their compensation offer from IBCA.
In addition, | have agreed with my UK ministerial counterparts that further interim
compensation of £210,000 will be paid to the estates of deceased infected

beneficiaries”.

In October 2025, Health Ministers across the UK, agreed how the Infected
Blood Support Schemes (IBSS) will operate during this extended ‘transition

period’, until all beneficiaries have transferred to IBCA, from 15t February 2027:

e The Schemes will make payments to bereaved spouses / partners from
22nd October 2025. This fulfils the Inquiry’s recommendation (9a in the
report) to ensure financial support continues until the bereaved receive

compensation. Applications will close on 30t October 2026.
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e Discretionary grants will continue to be available to existing beneficiaries,
however these will be taken into account by IBCA when calculating
compensation. Applications will close on 30t October 2026.

¢ Incomplete IBSS applications and appeals to close on 315t December 2025.

e The application process for interim compensation payments to estates will
close on 30t October 2026.

We want to ensure this transfer process to IBCA is as smooth as possible for
beneficiaries. The NI Scheme will continue to administer your regular support
payments (including winter fuel), until you transfer or are invited by IBCA to
start your compensation claim. The Managers of the four UK Support
Schemes are working closely with IBCA and UKG to ensure that regular

payments continue as normal without interruption during transfer to IBCA.

Interim payments to estates: £210,000

In October, applications opened for further interim payments of £210,000 for
eligible estates of deceased infected beneficiaries. This is in addition to the
£100,000 interim payments to estates which began in October 2024. This
means that a personal representative of an eligible new estate may apply for
interim payments of up to £310,000. If the interim application is successful, the
following costs may be reimbursed:

i. the exact costs for applying for probate*, and;

ii. legal support of up to £1,500 for the probate process.
*Historic probate costs are not reimbursable.

For more information on eligibility and how to apply, please visit the UKG

website at: www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-update-on-

further-interim-compensation-payments-for-estates/government-update-on-

further-interim-compensation-payments-for-estates.
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The NI Scheme Administrator (BSO) is acting as an administrative agent on
behalf of the UKG to process interim compensation payments. Please contact

the Scheme Manager if you have any questions about the application process.

Infected Blood Compensation Scheme Regulations

In October 2025, the MCO laid a third set of regulations to make changes to
the design and structure of the compensation scheme. This also legislates for

the change of date of transfer from NI Scheme to IBCA, to 15t February 2027.

IBCA Independent Review

In October, the report of an independent review on IBCA's delivery progress
was published. The review was commissioned by the Cabinet Office in July
and was led by Sir Tyrone Urch over 12 weeks. The report made 24
recommendations to accelerate payments to victims. For more information
please visit the UKG website at:

www.gov.uk/government/publications/infected-blood-compensation-

authority-independent-review

Infected Blood Compensation Scheme Latest

By 6" November 2025, IBCA had invited 3,614 infected beneficiaries to begin
their compensation claims. To date, 2,271 people have accepted their offer
with more than £1.51 billion paid in compensation. IBCA has said it hopes to
make compensation offers to all living infected beneficiaries, before opening

the process to other affected groups.
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Online registration with IBCA

In October 2025, IBCA launched a registration service to prioritise their cases.
The registration service is for all people who are yet to make a claim for
compensation and for claims on behalf of the estates of deceased infected

beneficiaries, who sadly passed away without receiving compensation.

The registration service asks for your information such as name, contact details
and the type of claim that you wish to make. To date, over 12,000 have

registered their intent to claim compensation from the IBCA Scheme.

To register your claim for compensation, please visit the IBCA website at:

www.ibca.org.uk/register/register-your-intent-to-claim

Keep up to date with IBCA via social media

The IBCA has launched its own website and social media channels to provide

the latest news and updates on the Infected Blood Compensation Scheme:

Website: YouTube: X:
www.ibca.org.uk  www.youtube.com/@IBCA UK https://x.com/IBCA UK

You can also hear from Chief Executive of IBCA David Foley on X who will be

updating the Infected Blood community on a regular basis.

IBCA Mailing List

If you wish to learn more about IBCA and the Infected blood compensation

scheme as it develops, you can join the IBCA mailing list.

Please telephone 0141 726 2397 or join on the IBCA website
at: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Z55REY/.
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Summary

The Infected Blood Payment Scheme (NI) closed to new applications on 15t
April 2025 (with exception of bereaved). The Scheme will continue to provide
financial support to existing registered beneficiaries (including spouses / partners
of registered beneficiaries, should they become bereaved in the interim) until IBCA

take on responsibility from 15t February 2027. This financial support includes:

Regular Support payments - which will continue to increase annually in line

with inflation and will be deducted by IBCA from final compensation.
Winter fuel payment - which will be paid in December 2025 as usual.

Discretionary grants - still available but will be deducted by IBCA from final

compensation.

Don't forget to let us know about any change of circumstances, for example if

you move address or change your bank account.

New Stakeholder Group

In June 2023, a Stakeholder Group was set up by the Department of Health
and the Business Services Organisation (BSO), to provide a forum for
beneficiaries to discuss matters relating to the operation and improvement of

the NI Scheme.

The NI Scheme administered regular Support Scheme payments to registered
beneficiaries on an ‘ex-gratia’ basis until 315t March 2025. However, since 15t

April 2025, all support payments paid by the NI Scheme will be taken into
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account by IBCA in the calculation of final compensation. Since the NI Scheme
is now in a transition phase, the last stakeholder group meeting to discuss

matters affecting the NI Scheme took place on 17th November 2025.

The Healthcare Inquiries Oversight Directorate (HIOD) in the Department of
Health has started work to set up a new stakeholder group. This group is being
established to ensure the lived experiences of the infected and affected
communities in Northern Ireland are embedded in the scrutiny and decision-
making processes for the implementation of the remaining, recommendations
from the Infected Blood Inquiry’s May 2024 Report. If you would like to be
part of this new Independent Infected Blood Liaison Group, please email:

ibit@health-ni.gov.uk.

For further information

If you require a hard copy or any further information referred to in the
weblinks in this newsletter, please contact the NI Scheme Manager.

Alternatively, one of the following local groups would be happy to advise you:

Organisation Contact Email / telephone

Haemophilia Society | Conan conan@haemophilia.org.uk
Mcllwrath 020 7939 0780

Haemophilia NI Nigel Nlhaemophilia@outlook.com
Hamilton 07824 777039

Families & Friends of | Paul Familiesofhaemophiliani@gmail.com

Haemophilia NI Kirkpatrick
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Tax and benefits

If you live in the UK, income tax is not deducted from Scheme payments.
However, interest received on investment of any money from the Scheme
or interim compensation from UKG will be taxable in the normal way and

should be declared in tax returns and self-assessments.

When claiming any of the following means-tested benefits, you must
declare to the Department for Communities (DfC) any payments you

receive from the NI Scheme or interim compensation from the UKG.

Income Support Housing Benefit

Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) Employment & Support Allowance (ESA)

State Pension Credit Universal Credit

The NI Scheme can provide a letter to confirm that payments should be

disregarded. If you have any problems, let us know.

Money advice

The NI Scheme does not provide financial advice, however

the NI Direct Finance Support Service supports

people who live in Northern Ireland and need short-term

financial help.

For advice about how you can save money on your energy bills, insurance and

other costs, please contact the NI Direct Finance Support Service.
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IBPS NI

Business Services Organisation,
Finance Directorate

2nd floor, 2 Franklin Street
BELFAST BT2 8DQ

Phone: 028 9536 3817
Email: bso.ibss@hschni.net

IBCA

Phone: 0141 726 2397 (9am - 5pm)
Online:
www.gov.uk/government/organisatio
ns/infected-blood-compensation-

authority

DoH Private Office
Room C5.10

Castle Buildings
Stormont Estate
Belfast BT4 35Q

Phone: 028 9052 0643
Email; private.office@health-

ni.gov.uk

Permanent Secretary
C5.11 Castle Buildings
Stormont Estate
Belfast BT4 35Q

Phone: 028 9052 0559
Email; permanent.secretary@health-

ni.gov.uk

Infected Blood Inquiry Team
Department of Health NI
C4.8 Castle Buildings
Stormont Estate

BELFAST BT4 35Q

Phone: 028 9052 0764
Email; ibit@health-ni.gov.uk

Clinical Health Psychology
Department

Level 9A, Outpatients Centre,
Royal Victoria Hospital
BELFAST BT12 6BA

Phone: 028 9615 5867

NI Direct

Phone: 0800 587 2750

Online:
www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/finan
ce-support

Department for Communities
Causeway Exchange

1-7 Bedford Street

BELFAST BT2 7EG

Phone: 028 9082 9000
Online: www.communities-ni.gov.uk

You should contact the office that
pays your benefit within DfC:

Universal Credit:
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www.nidirect.gov.uk/contacts/univer
sal-credit-service-centre

Pension Credit:
www.nidirect.gov.uk/contacts/northe
rn-ireland-pension-centre

Income Support:
www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/income-
support

If you receive only Housing Benefit:
Phone NI Housing Executive:
0344 892 0902 (8.30am to 5.00pm)
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